Dear ASNC International Council Member,
Welcome to the 13th ASNC International Council E-Newsletter.  Please direct any questions or concerns to epalmer@asnc.org.  
Global Isotope Shortage - Please Share Your Experiences  



The worldwide Mo-99 shortage continues to pose challenges for the nuclear medicine community.  Please visit http://www.asnc.org/survey.cfm?surveyID=59 and tell us how the global isotope shortage is affecting your practice.  
Singapore Interventional Meeting Incorporates Non-Invasive Imaging 



This year marked the inaugural AsiaPCR SingLIVE, a collaboration between the SingaporeLIVE interventional course which began almost 20 years ago and the organizers of the popular euroPCR course. Held from January 21 – 23, 2010, the newly combined course boosted attendance by 25 percent from 2009 and broadened the curriculum to include more sessions dedicated to non-invasive imaging techniques.  Percutaneous intervention remains the primary focus of Asia PCR SingLIVE, but non-invasive imaging gained attention as part of the 2010 CT and Multimodality Symposium. ASNC co-sponsored four multimodality imaging sessions at Asia PCR SingLIVE, and the Society extends its appreciation to Dr. Terrance Chua for his work on these presentations.  During the conference, a panel of international speakers presented the latest developments in cardiovascular imaging.  Dr. Jeroen Bax delivered a comprehensive overview of the role of cardiac CT in diagnosis, showing how this newer modality integrates into more established approaches such as stress nuclear imaging. He also reviewed imaging techniques used in the evaluation of patients with heart failure, including promising new approaches such as MIBG imaging for arrhythmia assessment.  Dr. Alessia Gimelli discussed the potential of ultra-fast gamma cameras using CZT crystals and multi-pinhole geometry, while Dr. Ding Zee Pin spoke on 3D echocardiography. Dr. John Carroll expanded the topic of echocardiography with a presentation on the use of echocardiography with interventional procedures such as percutaneous mitral and aortic valve work.  The symposium concluded with case presentations from Dr. Felix Keng and Dr. Chua that sparked a lively debate among attendees.  For details about the 2010 Asia PCR SingLIVE course, visit www.singlivecourse.com.
ASNC Joins 21st Scientific Conference of the Saudi Heart Association 



On February 9, 2010, ASNC and the Saudi Heart Association (SHA) presented a joint symposium on silent ischemia in diabetics as part of the SHA’s 21st Scientific Conference. Dr. Khalid ALNemer spearheaded this official collaboration between ASNC and the SHA. ASNC Board Members Dr. Robert Hendel and Dr. Samuel Wann joined colleagues from Saudi Arabia to present lectures on a multimodality approach to detection and management of silent ischemia. Drs. Hendel and Wann also delivered lectures on cost-effective imaging for chest pain, multimodality imaging of heart failure, and detection and risk stratification of cardiovascular disease as part of the SHA’s multimodality imaging programming. More than 3,000 attendees gathered in Riyadh from February 8 – 11, 2010 for the SHA conference, and the cardiac imaging sessions drew significant praise from participants. Materials from the SHA Scientific Conference are available at www.sha21.net/.
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Faculty from the 2010 Joint SHA/ASNC Symposium in Riyadh. From left to right: Dr. Ahmed Samman, Dr. Ahmed Abdulaaty, Dr. Tariq Magriby, Dr. Robert Hendel, Dr. Khalid ALNemer, Dr. Ahmed Amro, and Dr. Samuel Wann.
British Nuclear Cardiology Society Holds Annual General Meeting 



The British Nuclear Cardiology Society (BNCS) held its Annual General Meeting on December 7, 2009 at the National Heart and Lung Institute in London.   Approximately 100 attendees from a wide range of medical and allied professions attended the day-long conference. The morning session reviewed recent evidence on the roles of stress testing and nuclear imaging in risk stratification, focusing on patients requiring pre-operative cardiac assessment and those with heart failure. The emerging data around MIBG imaging in heart failure, in particular, provoked much discussion.  After coffee, the conference enjoyed two thought-provoking talks detailing new proposals from the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE).  NICE is an independent body established by the government of the United Kingdom to assess new drugs, technologies, and clinical pathways, as well as to publish guidance on the investigation and management of common diseases based on extensive reviews of clinical and cost effectiveness. The recent draft NICE document, which outlined thoughts on the investigation of patients with stable chest pain, caused controversy. The plan proposes the end of standard exercise stress testing completely, with a move to anatomical imaging with coronary CT for low risk patients, functional imaging (including nuclear techniques) for intermediate likelihood patients, and direct invasive coronary arteriography for those with a high pre-test likelihood of coronary disease. A long debate followed the presentations, and the imaging community now awaits NICE’s response to detailed comments from the BNCS and other stakeholders.  The oral abstract presentation session took place after lunch, followed by an update on new technologies.  Among the topics discussed were novel software improvements with absolute flow quantitation and resolution recovery.  The final part of the day ended with an interactive case review session highlighting interesting nuclear and CT clinical scenarios.  Dr. Catherine Dickinson, consultant cardiologist in Leeds, now succeeds Dr. Simon Woldman as BNCS president for 2010.

Administrative News  



Meeting Sponsorship
ASNC continues to partner with international organizations to deliver educational content on cardiovascular imaging.  Mark your calendars for these upcoming events and email epalmer@asnc.org if you have an international program that you would like to have considered for co-sponsorship.

Submit an Article from Your Region
We encourage you to submit a statement of activities from your country regarding nuclear cardiology and/or nuclear medicine.  It is a great way to showcase not only meetings and events but also research and advancement taking place within your region.  Please email all articles to epalmer@asnc.org.  




